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Course Description 

This course addresses both the philosophic roots and the contemporary operation of American 
national, state, and local government. Specific topics include constitutional development, federal-
state relations, and the rights and obligations of citizens under the federal and California 
constitutions. 
Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:  
 1. Explain the history and philosophy of the Constitution, politics, and government in the US. 
 2. Identify the major provisions of the California and US Constitution. 
 3. Compare the three branches of California and US Government, and related political institutions. 

 4. Outline the relationship between the states and national government (ie. federalism). 
 5. Analyze contemporary issues facing California and the US system of government. 

Special Accommodations 

College of the Redwoods complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable 

accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation 

request at least one week before the first test so that necessary arrangements can be made.  No last-

minute arrangements or post-test adjustments will be made.  If you have a disability or believe you 

might benefit from disability related services and may need accommodations, please see me or contact 

Disabled Students Programs and Services. Students may make requests for alternative media by 

contacting DSPS at 707-476-4280. 

 

Academic Support 

Academic support is available at Counseling and Advising and includes academic advising and 

educational planning, Academic Support Center for tutoring and proctored tests, and Extended 

Opportunity Programs & Services, for eligible students, with advising, assistance, tutoring, and more. 

 

Academic Honesty 

In the academic community, the high value placed on truth implies a corresponding intolerance of 

scholastic dishonesty. In cases involving academic dishonesty, determination of the grade and of the 

student’s status in the course is left primarily to the discretion of the faculty member. In such cases, 

where the instructor determines that a student has demonstrated academic dishonesty, the student may 

receive a failing grade for the assignment and/or exam and may be reported to the Chief Student 

Services Officer or designee. The Student Code of Conduct (AP 5500) is available on the College of 

the Redwoods website at: http://www.redwoods.edu/board/Board-Policies/Chapter-5-Student-

Services, and scroll to AP 5500.  Additional information about the rights and responsibilities of 

http://www.redwoods.edu/dsps
http://www.redwoods.edu/counseling/
http://www.redwoods.edu/asc
http://www.redwoods.edu/eops
http://www.redwoods.edu/eops
http://www.redwoods.edu/board/Board-Policies/Chapter-5-Student-Services
http://www.redwoods.edu/board/Board-Policies/Chapter-5-Student-Services
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students, Board policies, and administrative procedures is located in the college catalog and on the 

College of the Redwoods website. 

 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior 

Student behavior or speech that disrupts the instructional setting will not be tolerated. Disruptive 

conduct may include, but is not limited to: unwarranted interruptions; failure to adhere to instructor’s 

directions; vulgar or obscene language; slurs or other forms of intimidation; and physically or verbally 

abusive behavior. In such cases where the instructor determines that a student has disrupted the 

educational process a disruptive student may be temporarily removed from class. In addition, he or 

she may be reported to the Chief Student Services Officer or designee. The Student Code of Conduct 

(AP 5500) is available on the College of the Redwoods website at: 

http://www.redwoods.edu/board/Board-Policies/Chapter-5-Student-Services and scroll to AP 5500. 

Additional information about the rights and responsibilities of students, Board policies, and 

administrative procedures is located in the college catalog and on the College of the Redwoods 

website. 

 

Emergency Procedures for the Eureka campus:  
Please review the campus evacuation sites, including the closest site to this classroom (posted by the 

exit of each room).  The Eureka campus emergency map is available at: 

(http://www.redwoods.edu/aboutcr/Eureka-Map; choose the evacuation map option).  For more 

information on Public Safety, go to http://www.redwoods.edu/publicsafety.  In an emergency that 

requires an evacuation of the building: 

  Be aware of all marked exits from your area and building.  

 Once outside, move to the nearest evacuation point outside your building: 

 Keep streets and walkways clear for emergency vehicles and personnel. 

 Do not leave campus, unless it has been deemed safe by the Incident Commander or campus 

authorities. (CR’s lower parking lot and Tompkins Hill Rd are within the Tsunami Zone.) 

 

 RAVE – College of the Redwoods has implemented an emergency alert system. In the event 

of an emergency on campus you can receive an alert through your personal email and/or phones at 

your home, office, and cell. Registration is necessary in order to receive emergency alerts. Please go 

to https://www.GetRave.com/login/Redwoods and use the “Register” button on the top right portion 

of the registration page to create an account. During the registration process you can elect to add 

additional information, such as office phone, home phone, cell phone, and personal email.  Please use 

your CR email address as your primary Registration Email. Your CR email address ends with 

“redwoods.edu.” Please contact Public Safety at 707-476-4112 or security@redwoods.edu if you have 

any questions. 

 

 

College of the Redwoods is committed to equal opportunity in employment, admission to the 

college, and in the conduct of all of its programs and activities. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redwoods.edu/board/Board-Policies/Chapter-5-Student-Services
http://www.redwoods.edu/aboutcr/Eureka-Map
http://www.redwoods.edu/publicsafety
https://www.getrave.com/login/Redwoods
mailto:security@redwoods.edu


POLSC 10: US Government & Politics  
Spring 2017 Course Syllabus 

 
 

I strongly advise you to bring your syllabus to each class session. The syllabus will orient you to the day’s activities and 
allow you to fill in new assignments, due dates, and/or make changes to the course outline. 
 

 
 

Professor:   Ryan Emenaker     --  ryan-emenaker@redwoods.edu    --  707-476-4306 
 
 

Office Hours:  HU108F; M/W 12:00-1:00 & T/Th 12-1:00 Please think of me as a resource. I am happy 
to chat about anything going on in this class, politics, or whatever is on your mind. I am also available 
to help you by phone and e-mail, and I will attempt to make other arrangements if needed.  
 

 

Course Introduction: Ideally, you would leave this class able to remember the particulars about U.S. 
Government years from now. Realistically, you should be able to apply the principles of this course to 
political issues for years to come. Facts are simple to memorize, but they fade quickly. Thinking and 
analyzing stay with you forever. Even if years from now you can’t remember a great deal about how a 
bill becomes a law, but you can support your opinion in a political debate with friends or family, this 
course will have succeeded in empowering you.  
 

In this class, significant attention will be given to thinking about questions with no clear answer, 
especially the issues of: (1) how democratic is American politics and (2) how much emphasis should be 
given to the competing values of security, liberty, and equality. Students are encouraged to raise 
questions at any time. The professor does not have all the answers; you should feel free to question and 
challenge me.  
 

 

Meeting Times/Locations:  T/Th  10:05-11:30 SC208 (Section E0930 )  3 Units. 
 

  
Text (required):   
1) By the People: Debating American Government by Morone and Kersh 3rd Edition (Oxford University Press; 
2017) ISBN 978-0190298418 is a traditional textbook. You will not need to bring this text with you to most 
class sessions, but you will need to read it carefully. This is the Full Edition, not the Brief one.  
 

2) Current Debates in American Government by Emenaker and Morone 1st Edition (Oxford University Press; 
2015) ISBN 9780190272760 is a collection of readings I have compiled. These readings will be critical to your 
success in this class. You will be asked questions from these articles for classwork, for the quiz, for the 
Midterm, and for the Final. You will also use these readings, along with the textbook, for Reading Responses.  
You will want to take detailed notes on these articles, and you should bring your notes and the book to class. 
If you do not do this, you will find it very hard to answer the questions that are posed in class. 

 

3) Additional readings and/or activities will be assigned through Canvas and/or handed out in class. The 
readings and handouts are intended to help broaden your understanding of classroom discussion. 
 

4) You should keep up with national and local news. Most news sources are on the web. I will be providing  a 
handout early in the semester to help you identify some of the better news sources.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ryan-emenaker@redwoods.edu


 
 

 
 
Instructor Expectations A considerable amount of reading, web research, and other work will be required 
as preparation for each class. To receive a passing grade, a minimum of 3 to 4 hours will be required to 
prepare for each session. Additional time will be needed to prepare for the Mid-Term, Final, and to 
complete homework and written assignments. Expect to put in about 9 hours-per-week for this class.  

 

At a minimum, students are expected to:  
1. Prepare carefully before class. Do the assigned reading, complete any assignments, think about 

the material, and bring questions and comments. 
2. Expect that most of the work will be interesting and stimulating; contribute to making it so.  
3. Keep abreast of current events. This includes regularly reading at least one newspaper. 
4. Show up on time. Do not make other appointments during class hours.   
 

 

Canvas- Be certain that you know how to use Canvas, and that you are able to check your MyCR e-
mail. I will be communicating to the class by e-mail, and through Canvas, with some frequency; I will 
assume you check your MyCR e-mail at least once a day. Canvas will be used to, post assignments, 
PowerPoints and lecture notes, send out announcements, and make changes to the course outline. If 
you are not able to use Canvas, or are not receiving messages from me, do not wait to fix this.  

 

 

Grading:  Class Participation & Homework  = 200 points    
Quiz         =  50 points   

  Mid-Term Exam            =  250 points   
Reading Responses    = 250 points      

 Final Exam     = 250 points 
 

Total Semester Points    = 1,000 
 

Grading Scale: 
 

A    =  930 – 1000 pts  
A-   =  900 – 929  pts 
B+  =  866 – 899  pts 
B    =  830–  865  pts 
B-   =  800 – 829  pts  

C+   =  750 – 799 pts 
C    =  700 – 749 pts 
D    =  600 – 699 pts 
F     =      0 – 599 
 

 

An “incomplete” grade will not be given except under extraordinary circumstances. 
A worksheet will be provided to out to help you compute your class grade.  
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Assignments & Grading:  
1. Class Participation & Homework is 20% of your final grade and vital for your success in this class. I 
do not accept excuses for missed participation; you either participate or you don’t. You can’t 
participate if you’re not in class. Participation in this course means taking an active role in class 
discussions, group-work, in-class written assignments, completing all assigned readings, and other 
assigned homework.  
 

If you fail to attend class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed from one of your 
colleagues. If you miss a handout, most are on posted on Canvas. For those that are not, ask a colleague 
if you may copy theirs. I encourage everyone to exchange contact information with at least two others 
for these purposes.  
 
 

2. Reading Responses are written pieces to 10 of the required readings. Do not attempt to summarize 
the entire chapter or article. Instead, pick a quote, theme, or idea from one of the assigned readings 
for that week then (1) write 1-2 paragraphs summarizing the author’s intended meaning and (2) write 
1-2 paragraphs describing your reactions to the quote or theme. I do not simply want to know what 
the authors said; I want to know what YOU think about what they said. A sample reading response is 
included on Canvas; please read this sample a couple of times to get a sense of what I expect. Also 
read the section labeled “Mistakes that Drive Me Crazy” at the end of the article titled “How to Write 
a 5 Paragraph Essay.”  
 

You must be responding to readings assigned from the previous two class sessions. You may only turn 
in one per week; absolutely no excuse--no matter how valid--will allow you to turn in more than one 
per week. Since you only need to turn in 10 for the entire semester you are already allowed to “miss” 
Reading Responses for 4 weeks of the semester.  If you miss more than that--no matter the reason--
then you do not deserve to receive full credit for this portion of the class.  Extra credit will not be given 
for turning in more than 10.  
 

These writings are designed to get you thinking about the readings we do throughout the semester, 
they reinforce classroom discussion and sharpen your analytical skills. Each response piece should be 
at least one typed page. Due at the start of class!!! No late or e-mailed response pieces will be 
accepted!!! You must have at least one turned in by Monday February 10; however, you should feel 
free to turn one in before this. 

 
 

3. Midterm Exam will be held during week #10 of the course (Tuesday March 28th). It will start promptly 
at the beginning of class. It may include true/false, multiple choice, identification, as well as short and 
long answer questions. Make-up exams are not allowed except under the most exceptional 
circumstances and are allowed at the discretion of the instructor. In such cases a student must: (1) 
contact the instructor immediately; (2) provide written documentation of a medical, legal, or similarly 
serious circumstance; and (3) schedule a time to take the exam within 72 hours of the original exam. 
The Midterm Study Guide will be handed out the week before the exam. Last semester’s study review 
guide is included on Cavas; you may want to look at this throughout the semester to ensure you are 
learning the relevant material. There will be some time to do a review for the Midterm the class before 
the exam.  
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4. Final Exam, as per college policy, must be taken on the designated day and time for your class 
section, no exceptions, no make-up exams. We will do an in-class review for the Final during our final 
class meeting. The format will be substantially similar to the Midterm.  

 
 

 

Course Outline, Readings, and Due Dates Subject to Change at Instructor’s Discretion  
(Changes will be announced in class and/or on Canvas)    
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POLSC 10: US Government & Politics  
Course Outline & Reading Schedule 

 
 

FOUNDATIONS OF US POLITICAL THOUGHT 

Week #1  (1/17)          Class Discussion:   Course Outline: Why are you in this class? What are the ground rules? 
What do we know/not know? 

 

Readings:    1) Course Syllabus & Reading Outline. Make sure to read thoroughly.  
2) Introduction and Chapter 1 in Current Debates 
3) The Declaration of Independence (Canvas)     

4) “Sample Reading Response” & “How to Write a 5 Paragraph Essay” 
(Canvas) 

5) Student Information & Contract Form (Canvas) (Due 2/2 or dropped from 

class!) 
6) 2nd Lecture Power Points in Lessons section of Canvas (print and bring to 
class)   

 

(1/19)          Class Discussion:  Declaration of Independence: What are unalienable rights? Why do 
people form governments? Where does the legitimate power of 
government come from? 
 

Readings:    1) Preface and Ch. 1 in By the People 
2) “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” Frederick Douglass in Current 
Debates 

3) Last Semester’s Quiz Review Guide (Canvas) 
  

 

Week #2   (1/24)        Class Discussion:   Democracy: How is democracy defined?  
 

Readings:    1) Handout- “Noam Chomsky on Democracy.” 
2) Ch. 2 in By the People 
3) Ch. 2 in Current Debates 
4) Group Citizenship Test Assignment (Canvas) 

 

(1/26)         Class Discussion:   What is Social Contract theory? Would you form a government if you 
lived in the “original condition”? The Articles of Confederation.  
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 3 from By the People p. 56-72 
2) “The Conversation: 4 Myths about the Constitution,” in Current 
Debates 
 

 

Week #3  (1/31)         Class Discussion:   Group Citizenship Test Due.  
What does citizenship mean? US Constitution: Why was it written? Who 
was excluded?  What structures of did it establish? 

 

Readings:    1) Ch. 3 from By the People p. 72-97 
2) “The Constitution as a Model: An American Illusion” by Robert Dahl 
in Current Debates. This may be the most difficult reading of the 
semester; however, I also think it is the most important. Make sure to give 
yourself enough time to read this article slowly, and enough time to read 
it more than once. 
   

 

 (2/2) Class Discussion:   Must have at least one Reading Response turned in. US Constitution Con’t.   
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 3 in Current Debates 
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Week #4 (2/7)  Class Discussion:   Separation of Powers: What are the powers of the 3 brambles of 
government? How can each bramble check the other two? 
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 4 in By the People  
2) Ch. 4 in Current Debates 

 
 

 (2/9) Class Discussion:  Federalism: Why did the founders establish federalism?  
What does it mean for us today?  

Readings:    Review for Quiz  
 

 

Week #5  (2/14)         Class Discussion:    Quiz!! Constitutional Summation. 
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 13 from By the People 
2) “Smaller States Find Outsize Clout Growing in Senate,” from Current 
Debates 

3) Enumerated Powers of Congress & Legislative Branch Assignment 
(Canvas) 

 

 

GOVERNING INSTITUTIONS 
 (2/16)        Class Discussion:    Legislative Branch: What are the powers of Congress? How is law 

made?  
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 13 from Current Debates 

2) Last Semester’s Midterm Review Guide (Canvas)  
 

Week #6   (2/21)         Class Discussion:   Legislative Assignment Due.  
Legislative Branch: What influences decision making? How well does 
Congress represent the people? 

 

Readings:    1) Finish Ch. 13 from By the People 
 

 (2/23)         Class Discussion:   Finish Legislative Branch.  
 

 Readings:   1) Ch. 14 from By the People 
2) “Congress’s Unused War Powers,” in Current Debates 
3) “Obama Turning to Executive Power to Get What he Wants,” in 

Current Debates 
 

Week #7  (2/28)         Class Discussion:    Executive Branch: How has the presidency grown? What constrains 
the president? 

 

Readings:    1) “Why Obama (And Any President) Fails To Meet Expectations,” in 
Current Debates 

2) “The Most Enduring Myth About the Presidency,” in Current 
Debates 

 

 (3/2)         Class Discussion:    Finish Executive Branch. 
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 16 from By the People  
2) “Why States and Localities are Watching Lower Courts,” in Current Debate 

 
Week #8  (3/7)          Class Discussion:    Judicial Branch: What is the role of an undemocratic Court in a 

democratic society? Do we have an imperial judiciary? 
 

Readings:    1) Ch. 16 in Current Debates 
 

(3/9)           Class Discussion:    Judicial Branch-- How do judges interpret the law and Constitution? 
 

Readings:    1) Finish Ch. 16 in By the People & Current Debates 
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Spring Break 
 

Week #9   (3/21)        Class Discussion:   Judicial Branch-- How do judges interpret the law and Constitution? 
 

Readings:    1) Official Mid-Term Review Guide (Canvas) 
 

 
 (3/23)        Class Discussion:   Mid-Term Review 

Readings:    Study for Mid-Term 

 

Week #10  (3/28)       Class Discussion:    !!!MID-TERM!!! 
Readings:    1) Ch. 8 in By the People 

2) Ch. 7 in Current Debates 
3) Last Semester’s Final Review Guide (Canvas)  

 
 
POLITICAL FORCES 

 (3/30)        Class Discussion:   Elections: How has access to the vote expanded? 
Readings:    1) Ch. 10 in Current Debates 
 

 

Week #11 (4/4)          Class Discussion:   Elections: How does the Electoral College work? Why is it unlikely to 
change?  

Readings:    1) Ch. 10 in By the People 
2) “A President by Popular Vote,” in Current Debates 

  

 
 (4/6)        Class Discussion:    Elections: Why do people vote the way they do? Does voter turnout matter? 

Readings:    1) Finish Chapter 10 in By the People 
   

 
 

Week #12  (4/11)       Class Discussion:   Elections: Why do people vote the way they do? Does voter turnout 
matter? Con’t 

Readings:    1) Polling Assignment (Canvas) 
2) Ch. 11 in By the People 
3) Ch. 11 in Current Debates 

 
 

(4/13)      Class Discussion:   Political Parties: What do parties do? What impacts do they have? 
Should their role be expanded? 

Readings:    1) Ch. 7 in By the People 
2) Ch. 8 in Current Debates 
 

 

Week # 13 (4/18)      Class Discussion:    Polling Assignment Due.  
Public Opinion & Polling: How much does public opinion influence 
policy? How much should it? 

Readings:    1) Ch. 9 in By the People 
2) Ch. 9 in Current Debates 

 

(4/20)     Class Discussion:   Video: Manufacturing Consent: Noam Chomsky & the Media.  
Readings:    Handout- Manufacturing Consent Video Questions.  
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Week #14  (4/25)       Class Discussion:   Manufacturing Consent Assignment Due.  
Media: What role does the media play in politics?  

Readings:    1) Ch. 5 in By the People 
2) Ch. 5 in Current Debates 

    
(4/27)       Class Discussion:   Civil Rights/Civil Liberties: What rights and liberties do we have? 

 

Readings:    1) Ch. 6 in By the People 
2) Ch. 6 in Current Debates 

 
Week #15  (5/2)        Class Discussion:   The Struggle for Civil Rights: Those that have occurred  & those that 

will.  
 

Readings:    1) “An Issue of Sovereignty” Josh Lohmer in Current Debates 
2) Study Guide for Final (Canvas) 

 
 

(5/4)       Class Discussion:   Civil liberties & Tribal-Federal Relations. Semester Summary.  
 

 
MAY 6-12 FINALS WEEK 

 


